
 

 

 
 

Chapter 4 - White Privilege 
 

  
Yesterday's reflection on race prompted impassioned 

contributions from across the Division, including a 

poignant and personal reflection on white privilege. 
 

It comes from Michele McEvoy-Vanderhyde, a school nurse at Huntington Park 

High School.  Thank you, Michele, for speaking with such openness, courage, 

and passion about this critical subject. 

 

As a reminder, I warmly invite each of you to submit your own reflections and 

transformative ideas—on racial justice, on this pandemic, on the self-care and 

resiliency we need to persevere through it all.  To do so, please send an email 

to yamilet.renderos@lausd.net with the subject line "20/21 Reflection."   

 

Without further ado, Michele's reflection... 

 

 

 

mailto:yamilet.renderos@lausd.net


White Privilege 

 

I am compelled to share that this past summer one of our amazing teachers 

from Huntington Park High School took a leap of faith after consulting 

with friends and colleagues on the idea of starting a book club. The book 

club was open to anyone who was interested. We read and remotely 

engaged in discussion with the book So You Want to Talk about Race by 

Ijeoma Oluo. The book chosen was a brilliant choice!  

 

I discovered just how much I, as a white person, have yet to learn when it 

comes to race. I am the product of an Irish father and a Hispanic mother. I 

was born and raised in California with skin that is not of color. I learned 

that some people of color cannot believe that some white people are not 

aware of the harm that people of color are still experiencing today. For 

example, I was not aware that many parents of children of color have an 

actual 'talk' about what to do if stopped or pulled over by a police officer. 

And even if white parents talk to their children about the same, the 

conversations are very different. 

 

It is time to take the blinders off and engage in education to be more 

empathetic and become more mindful of white privilege and how to 

influence the necessary change needed to eliminate white supremacy.  

 

In addressing my ignorance, I declare that anything I have said in the past 

that was identified as racist was ignorance. Moving forward, it would 

shamefully be insensitive. Ignorance cannot be an excuse. Just because I 

don't experience the harm of people of color does not mean it does not 

exist. What is needed is the urgent and long overdue awareness and to seek 

out education about racism and become a part of the systemic solution and 

not the continuous and compounding problem of harming people of color. 

 

Thank you as always Ms. Escudero for prompting a discussion of such an 

essential topic. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Pia and Michele 
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